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LETTERS ON ELECTION, 
By Richard Wright of Glasgow, ( Scotland.) 
(Continued from page 107.) 
LETTER VI. 

Dear Sir—In investigating the Scripture doctrine 
of election, we are now come to that point which 
will render a more particular statement of its con- 
nexion with the doctrine of the universal restoration 
necessary. -- 

The only wise God can never act without design ; 
without having an end in view perfectly consistent 
with infinite wisdom. All the designs of God must 
originate in love, for God is love, consequently, 
must have the happiness of his creatures for their 
object. All the divine designs, manifestations, and 
operations, must be comprehended in one connect- 
ed, harmonious, all-perfect system: seeing they 
originated in and proceed from him who is of one 
mind, who comprehends all at one view, with whom 
there is no variableness, neither shadow of turning. 
He who is Almighty can never be at a loss for 
means to carry his designs into effect. He who 
hath declared, “ My counsel shall stand, I will do all 
my pleasure,” cannot, consistently with his own 
honour and immutability, suffer any part of his de- 
signs to be eternally defeated: nor without suffer- 
ing an amazing breach endlessly to remain in the 
vast arrangement of creatures, formed by infinite 
wisdom, power, and goodness, to constitute One per- 
fect whole. ‘That the carrying of all Jehovah’s de- 
signs into effect, so as to unite in one, aud produce 
perfect harmony and felicity among the whole sys- 
tem of creatures, is the end for which he hath 
chosen his holy one, the Lord Jesus Christ, I shall 
attempt to show in this Letter. 

The election of Abram, Isaac, Jacob, and their 
descendants, is connected with the election, and in- 
troductory to the appearance of Jesus Christ, who 
is Jehovah’s elect, in whom his soul delighteth, one 
chosen out of the people, Isa. xlii. 1. Psalm Ixxxix. 
19. The election of individuals, who live under the 
gospel dispensation, is in and by Christ, Ephes. i. 
4, 5, consequently, he is to be considered as the 
primary and grand object of election, in whom all 
the divine dispensations are connected together, by 
whom they were constituted, Heb. i. 2. He is the 
seed of Abram, to whom the promises were made, 
Gal. iii. 16. All the blessings bestowed under the 
law were an introduction to, and shadows of, the 
blessings, which are come by Jesus Christ, John i. 
17. Gal. iii, 24. Heb. x. 1. Consequently, if we 
can prove that the election of Christ, and all that 
Jehovah hath done for, and will do by him hath for 





its object the happiness of mankind universally, it 
must follow, that those who are chosen in him, are 
elected in subservience to the same object; for it 
cannot well be supposed that he was chosen for one 
purpose, and his disciples for another ; therefore, 
we have now before us the point upon which the 
decision of the question (Is the doctrine of election 
connected with the final restoration of all man- 
kind ?) may be said to depend. 

When God called Abram, he certainly acted 
with design, and had an end in view, to which his 
calling of, and engaging to bless him and his seed 
was subservient; his design was, according to his 
own positive declaration, to make him and his seed 
a blessing to others, by all the blessings he would 
bestow upon them: the end which all his peculiar 
dispensations should subserve, was the blessing all 
families of the earth. Considering these things as 
ultimately referring to what God would do for man- 
kind in and by Christ, the seed of Abram, to whom 
the promises were made, I proceed to show, more 
fully than I did when noticing the promise to Abram 
in a former Letter, that, 

1. By all the families of the earth, must be meant 
the whole human race. 

The earth is the common origin and dwelling of . 
the human race, Acts xvin 16. There cannot have 
been a descendant of Adam who did not belong to 
some nation, family, or kindred of the earth: con- 
sequently, when all nations, families, kindreds of 
the earth, are mentioned, without the language 
being restricted to any particular generation, the 
words being alike applicable to all generations of 
men, from the beginning to the end of the world, 
I see not how less than the whole buman race can 
be intended. There may be solitary individuals 
who belong to no nation, but they must be a part of 
some family or kindred; yea, the phrase “all na- 
tions,” as used Matt. xxv. 82, is admitted by our 
opponents to mean the whole human race. 

If the love of God was not universal, it might be 
doubted whether he could ever have promised to 
bless the whole race of man; but his love to the 
world is declared to be the cause of his giving his 
Son, John iii. 16. Christ’s dying for sinners, is 
stated as the highest commendation of the love of 
God, Rom. v. 8; and we are assured that he tasted 
death for every man, Heb. ii. 9; we may infer, that 
as his love to all mankind was so great as to induce 
him to give his only Son to die for them, he could 
design nothing short of blessing them all in him; 
and as his love is unchangeable, it follows, that he 
never can give up that design, which naturally results 
from his love, until it be completely carried into effect. 
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“The Father sent the Son to be the Saviour of 
the world,” 1 John iv. 14. “ Christ came to save 
the world.” Johu xii. 47. It is clear from these pas- 
sages, that Christ was intended to be a umversal 
blessing, and that if ever the end for which he was 
sent be answered, he must become such. 
this be denied ? How can any man admit the truth 


How can 


of the above passages, and yet assert, that God did 
not intend to bless the whole world in his Elect, in 
whom his soul delighteth? If it be admitted that 
God sent his Son to be a blessing to all mankind, 
and at the same time maintained that all men never 
will be blessed in him, will it not follow, that the 
end for which the Father sent him will be defeated, 
and Christ eternally fail of accomplishing the pur- 
pose for which he was sent? Are not these far great- 
er difficulties, than any that can be supposed to at- 
tend the admitting that Jehovah promised to bless 
the world in the seed of Abram ? 

«“ Christ is exalted to be a Prince and a Saviour,” 
Acts v. 31. “God hath highly exalted him, and 
given him a name which is above every name: that 
at the name Jesus every knee should bow, of things 
in heaven, and things in earth, and things under 
the earth; and that every tongue should confess 
that Jesus Christ is Lord, to the glory of God the 
Father,” Phil. ii. 9,10,11. It is not at his name 
as Judge, but as Saviour, that every knee is here 
said to bow: not to him as Judge that every tongue 
is here said to confess, but every tongue is to con- 
fess his Lordship as anointed Saviour. This con- 
fession is to be to the glory of God the Father ; but 
can he be glorified by his creatures, any further 
than his gracious designs respecting them are car- 
ried into effect ? Christ is said to be thus glorified, 
in consequence of his obedience to death, by which 
a way is opened for the recovery of a guilty world 
from sin and its effects; hence, it seems more 
natural to suppose, that this conlession will result 
from his becoming a real blessing to every creature, 
than that it will issue in the endless misery of mil- 
lions who make it. 

2. The blessing which Jehovah promised to be- 
stow upon all families of the earth, in Christ the 
seed of .Ibram, extends to their complete restoration 
Srom sin and its effects. 

Peter, after quoting the promise we are consider- 
ing, in his address to the Jews, adds, “Unto you 
first, God hath raised up his son Jesus, sent him to 
bless you, in turning away every one of you from 
his iniquities,” Acts ii, 25,26. It follows, that 
those who are not turned from their iniquities, are 
not blessed in the sense of the promise, as Peter 
understood it; but he extends the blessing spoken 
of in the promise to all the kindreds of the earth: 
therefore, all the kindreds of the earth must be 
turned from their iniquities, before the promise can 
be completely fulfilled. According to Paul’s ex- 
planation of the subject, none are blessed with 
faithful Abraham, but they which be of faith; yet 
he speaks of the promise as extending to all nations, 
and of the blessing of Abram coming upon the 
Gentiles ; he does not say upon individuals among 
them merely, but speaks of the Gentiles collective- 


ly, Gal. iii. 8, 9, 13, 14. Does it not follow, that 
sooner or later the blessing must become universal 
unless the end for which Christ suffered never be 
fully answered, and the promise of God never com. 
pletely accomplished ? Jesus Christ was a ministe; 
of the circumcision for the truth of God, to confirm 
the promises made unto the fathers:—that they 
might trust in him,—that all people might praise the 
Lord, Rom. xv. 8, 9, 11, 12. 

“Behold the Lamb of God, which taketh away 
the sin of the world,” Jobni. 29. “He appeared 
to put away sin by the sacrifice of himself,” Heb 
ix. 26. “For this purpose, the Son cf God wa 
manifested, that he might destroy the works of th: 
devil,” 1 John iii. 8. The word sin, in these passa 
ges is used collectively, to express the whole mass 
of human transgressions. If the whole mass of sin 
be taken away, can any part of it eternally remain’? 
If sin eternally remain, can it ever be said that 
Christ hath put it away ? Can sin remain after it is 
put away? If sin be put away, will not all suffering, 
which is the effect of sin, entirely cease ? And if all 
suffering cease, will not all creatures be happy? 
Does it involve greater difficulties, to suppose sir 
and suffering shall have a complete end, and al! 
creatures be made happy, than to suppose that 
Christ will never accomplish that for which he a; 
peared, and that the works of the devil will eternal- 
ly remain, though the Son of God was manifested 
to destroy them ? 

Jehovah saith, “My counsel shall stand, and | 
will do all my pleasure,” [saiah xlvi. 10. Of Christ 
it is said, “The pleasure of the Lord shall prosper 
in his hands,” chap. liii. 10. The Apostle declares 
that the good pleasure which the Father hath pur- 
posed in himself, is no less than the gathering to 
gether, or reheading of all things ia one, in Christ 
Eph. i. 9,10. But if enmity is to be eternal, how 
are all things to be gathered together, and mac 
harmonious parts of one stupendous whole, unde 

thrist, the head of the new creation ? If mankind 
be as widely separated from each other to al} eter 
nity, as the most perfect holiness and the deepest 
pollution are, as the highest bliss and the lowest 
misery can be, their being -gathered together in 
one must be deemed an impossibility. If they be 
eternally scattered, and separated from each other, 
itis evident they cannot be reheaded, as one com- 
plete system of beings, perfectly organized, unde: 
the ministration of Christ. While any thing re 
mains separated, all things are not gathered to 
gether. If all things be not gathered together, how 
can the counsel of God be said to stand, the good 
pleasure which be purposed in himself to be done, 
and his pleasure be said to prosper in the hands o! 
Christ? Let no man talk of the obstacles which 
stand in the way, to prevent this purpose of Jehoral 
from being carried into effect, for what obstacles 
can be too great for infinite perfection to remove’ 
and what he purposed in himself, he must necessa 
rily purpose in infinite perfection. What can there 
be so fascinating in the doctrine of endless punish- 
ment that Christians who profess to love all man- 





kind should be determined to maintain it, in op 
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position to the most important principles, the 
immutability of Jehovah's counsel, the perfection 
of the ministration of Christ, and the plain language 
Scripture? Tradition, what hast thou done! 
How hast thou concealed the sun-beams of divine 
revelation in mists and darkness! Ye inventers of 
creeds and systems, how have ye fettered the human 
vaderstanding, and obstructed by your dogmas the 
road to knowledge! Prejudice, #0u spider of the 
mind, how hast thow spread thy cobwebs over ail 
the faculties of man! But soon shall the sun of truth 
jispe) che clouds and mists of tradition; human 
reeds, systems, and dogmas, shall follow their 
makers to the dust; and the cobweb fortification 
f prejudice shall fall, to rise no more. We are 
waiting for thy salvation, O Lord. 

3. The Son of God, his Elect, in whom his soul 
delighteth, is able to restore to happiness the whole 
human race. 

The grace which is come by Jesus Christ, is suffi- 

cient for the restoration and happiness of all man- 
kind. The grace which came by him is called 
insearchable riches; how abundant, then, must 
that grace be! It is said to fill him in whom it hath 
pleased the Father all fulness should dwell, Eph. 
iii. & John i. 14. Col. i. 19. Surely, then, that 
grace must be as extensive as sin and its effects. It 
is said, “The law entered that the offence might 
ivound.” It is the law that makes sin appear what 
itis in all its aboundings, and that sets forth ail 
its penalties. The law describes the utmost lim- 
its of sin, and its effects: yet it is added, 
“Where sin abounded, grace did much more 
bound,” Rom. v. 20. If sin should abound over 
millions of creatures to all eternity, and the 
vrace of God never reach them, if the law should 
ever describe a sin, or inflict a penalty, which 
grace cannot recover from, if the grace of God 
extend but to a part, and sin abound over the 
whole, if grace abound only in this life, and sin 
abound to all eternity, if grace never counteract all 
ithe mischief done by sin in the creation, how can 
srace be said to abound even equally with sin? Yet 
the Apostle speaks of its abounding much more. 
Let us not dishonour the grace of God, by sup- 
posing that after having begun its reign for the ex- 
press purpose of demolishing the empire of sin and 
death, and establishing its own unrivalled dominion, 
it will suffer sin to reign, and death to maintain its 
cmpire to all eternity. 

The provision made in Christ, and through his 
Jeath, is sufficient for the recovery of the whole 
human race. He died for the redemption of the 
transgressions that were under the first testament, 
Heb, ix. 15. The righteousness of God is declared 
for the remission of sins that were past, Rom. iii. 
25. He gave himself atansom for all, to be testi- 
fied in due time, 1 Tim. ii. 6. He is the propi- 
tiation for the sins of the whole world, 1 Joln. ii. 2. 
Will any one assert, that there is more malignity 
in the whole accumulated mass of sin, than there is 
nealing virtue and efficacy in the grace which is 
come by Christ? That sin has been more prolific 
of misery, than he and his ‘death will ever be of 





blessing ? If the healing virtue of the remedy pro- 
vided in Christ be capable of producing effects 
equal in extent to the effects of sin, it follows, that 
it is capable of effecting an universal recovery. 

The priesthood of Christ is sufficiently permanent 
to enable him to carry into effect all the ends of his 
mission and death, for he was made an high priest 
after the power of an endless life, abideth a priest 
continually, is consecrated for evermore, Heb. v. 6. 
chap. vii. 3, 16,28. His priesthood and the sal- 
vation of men are inseparably connected: there- 
fure, so long as his priesthood continues, the re- 
covery of man will be cartied on. 

The authority of Christ 1s sufficiently extensive 
and durable to give him full opportunity to bless 
the whole race of man. He is mediator between 
God and men, 1 Tim. ii. 5. The word men is used 
collectively for the whole race. The Father hath 
given him power over all flesh, John xvii. 2. All 
the acts done by him, until the kingdom be deliver- 
ed up to the Father, ate mediatorial acts, for ull 
then he must reign as mediator: even until all 
things be subdued unto him. 

“It hath pleased the Father that in him should 
all fulness dwell ;—by him to reconcile all things 
unto himself,” Col. i. 19, 20. If enmity be kept 
alive to all eternity, a things can never be recon- 
ciled to God. But what is there that God cannot 
enable Christ to effect? Shall not Jehovah effect 
that purpose for which it hath pleased him that all 
fulness should dwell in Christ? It is no where said, 
“Some things shall remain in endless opposition to 
God ;” or, that “multitudes of creatures shall be 
annihilated, because the Lord cannot bring them 
into subjection ;” but it is positively asserted, that 
“He is able to subdue all things to himself,” Phil. 
ii. 21, ? 

4. Christ will not deliver up the commission which 
the Father hath chosen him to execute, until he hath 
carried into effect the promise which God made to 
the fathers, that in their seed all the families of the 
earth should be blessed. 

If all the promises of God be in Christ yea, and 
in him amen, 2 Cor. i 20, it follows, that they must 
all be carried into effect, before his administration 
terminates; for should one divine promise be ne- 
gatived, should its truth fail to be completely real- 
ized, that promise would be neither yea, nor amen : 
therefore, if any part of all the families of the earth 
failto be ultimately blessed in Jehovah’s chosen 
one, how will the promise to Abram be yea, and 
amen, in Christ Jesus? 

“He shall see of the travail of his soul and shall 
be satisfied,” Isa. liii, 11. But did not his soul 
travail for all mankind? did he not suffer witha 
view to the removal of the sins of all? how, then, 
can he see of the travail of his soul, unless all for 
whom he travailed, be finally recovered ? Can he 
be satisfied with the eternal loss of millions for 
whom he died ? 

He must reign until all enemies be put under his 
feet, until all things be subdued into him, 1 Cor. xv. 
25,28. Then, and not befote, will he deliver up 
his commission, that God may be all in all. Was 
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he to deliver it up before he had thus gloriously exe- 
cuted it, God would not be all in all when he had 
delivered it up; for where sin and its effects have 
any existence, God is not all, and while sin and its 
effects be any thing, in any part of the Creation, 
God cannot be all in all. 

Can there be any of the human race who are 
neither in heaven, nor on earth, nor under the earth, 
nor in the sea? For John, in vision, heard “ Every 
creature which is in heaven, and on earth, and under 
the earth, and such as are in the sea, and all that 
are in them, saying, Blessing, and honour, and 
glory, and power be to Aim that sitteth upon the 
throne, and the Lamb for ever and ever,” Rev. v. 
13. But surely they cannot all unite in this song 
until they be all blessed in the seed of Abram. 

After the last judgment and the punishment of the 
wicked, it is said the tabernacle of God will be with 
men, that “they shall be his people, and God him- 
self shall be with them, and be their God. And 
God shall wipe away all tears from their eyes; and 
there shall be no more death, neither sorrow, nor 
crying, neither shall there be any more pain; for 
the former things are passed away,” Rey. xxi. 3, 4. 
The men spoken of are supposed not to have had 
the Lord for their God before, but to have continued 
in a state of suffering and pain until the Lord shall 
then come to put an end to it. Who can these 
men be who will remain in a state of death, crying, 
&c. and not have the Lord for their God, after the 
general resurrection, and the last judgment, until 
God visits them to put an end to their sufferings ? 
Surely, neither the saints, nor those who died in 
infancy. Who can they be, but those said to be 
cast into the lake of fire ? 

On the whole, it appears that Christ Jesus, who 
is the Elect of Jehovah, is chosen to make the whole 
creation happy. 

This Letier has swelled to an immoderate length, 
I trust the importance of the subject will be admit- 
ted as an apology for the room it will vecupy in the 
Miscellany, and hope [ shall be able to bring my 


iuture commantcations on Lilection into a much 
narroWer cowmpass. ; 


I remain, 
Dear Sin, 
Iu Christian affection, sincerely yours. 
( To be continued.) 
_—jp>-  — 
FOR THE GOSPEL HERALD. 
Zo Parson Simeon Snow. 

Sir—It is with painful sensations of mind, that 
I behold the darkness that covers the earth and the 
gross darkness the people, O, my God! how long 
shall it be until the time when men of learning shall 
cease to encourage the wicked in their sins? 

I acknowledge, Sir, the receipt of a Tract from 
your hand directed to me. In this Tract the au- 
thors first endeavour to prove “ The certainty of the 
future punishment of the wicked ;” and then the 
uncertainty, by telling them that there is a way of 
escape. There is a way of escape from what? The 
most popular doctrine and divines say, there is a 
way of escape from the punishment which is cer- 





tainly to be inflicted on all the workers of iniquity. 
Thus the thief is encouraged to steal; the sweare; 
to take his Maker’s name in vain; and the liar to 
tell lies; and, finally, all manner of sins are boldly 
committed in the presence of our Father who is in 
heaven, with the expectation, and encouragement, 
that there is a way of escape from the punisiiment 
that Our limitariam brethren say will certainly be in- 
flicted on all that ave guilty before God. In Tract 
No. 135, page 6, they say that “ God will certainly 
bring to pass all that he hath threatened against the 
workers of iniquity ;” and on page 7, “ The wrath 
of God is revealed from heaven against all unright- 
eousness ; every mouth is stopped, and all the world 
become guilty before God; but there is yet, through 
the tender mercy of God, a way of escape,” &c 
And, again, “ But, reader, be intorined, that the gos 
pel reveals a way of escape from tie wrath to come.” 

1. These authors, and all of like faith, would have 
us believe that God has threatened all the worker 
of iniquity with endless punishmeut in a futur 
world. ;' 

2. That all the world are guilty before God. 

3. That God will certainly inflict the endless 
punishment which he has threatened, “ for God is 
not man that he should hie; neither the son of man, 
that he should repent: hath he said, and shall he 
not do it? or hath he spoken, and shall he not make 
it good 2” 

4. And lastly, they would have us believe, that 
there is a way of escape trom that punishment, 
which God has said he will certainly inflict. If the 
juture punishment of the wicked is certain, why do 
you tell them that they shall not surely die? I real 
ly wish that Christians of every sect, would choos: 
one side or the other, and no longer preach the cer- 
tainty, and then the uncertainty of the punishment 
ot the wicked; that they would either choose the 
doctrine, “ Ye shall surely die,” or the doctrine Ye 
shall not surely die. If the punishment of the wick- 
ed is certain, Why should they be deceived with the 
idea that there ts a way of escape ? 

Su, please to inform me, how that which is ccr- 
tain, can be uncertain at the same ume? Os, iv oth- 
er words, bow can the wicked escape their unavoida- 
ble doom? [i the death that God said is sure, ts nol 
sure, then the serpent told the trutn, and there is a 
way of escape. Andit Jesus Christ came to save 
lost men trom the death that God said ts sure, then 
he came to establish the declaration, * Ye shail not 
surely die.” St. Paul says, “ The word spoken by 
angels was steadiast, and every transgression and 
disobedience received a just recompense of re 
ward;” &c. Heb. ii. 2. And again, “See that ye 
refuse not him that speaketh; for if they escaped 
not who refused him that spake on earth, much 
more shall not we escape, if we turn away from hin 
that speaketh from heaven.” Heb, xu. 25. How dil- 
ferent this, from the doctrine which flatters the sin- 
ner with the pleasing idea, that there is a way of 
escape ! 

Be assured Sir, that “He that doeth wrong shal! 
receive for the wrong which he hath done: an4 
there is no respect of persons.” Col. iii. 29. 
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If it should be asked, why Jesus Christ came in- 
to out world, [ answer, “To save his people from 
their sins;” or, in other words, to pardon their sins 
ifter they have received of the Lord’s hand for 
every transgression of his holy Law. “The Lord, 
the Lord God is merciful and gracious, long-sutler- 
ing, and abundant in goodness and truth, keeping 
mercy for thousands, forgiving imiquity, and trans- 
gression, and sin, and that he will by no means clear 
the guilty ;” Ex. xxxiv. 6, 7. 

Acaw, “Comfort ye, comfort ye my people, saith 
your God. Speak ve comfortably to Jerusalem, and 
erv unto her, that her warfare is accomplished, that 
jer iniquity is pardoned: for she hath received of the 
Lord’s hand double for all her sins ;” Isa. x1. 1, 2. 

The above doctrine perfectly corresponds with 
the declarations of the prophet Nahum, and St. 
Paul. “The Lord is slow to anger, and great in 
power, and will not at all acquit the wicked.” Na- 
hum i. 3. “Every transgression and disobedience 
received a just recompense of reward.” Heb. ii. 2. 
If they escaped not much more shall not we escape, 
it we turn away from him that speaketh from hea- 
ven, Thus, you see, God punishes the murderer, 
the thief, the liar, and blasphemer, &c. and then 
pardons them through Jesus Christ our Lord. Af- 
ter a sinner has received a just recompense of re- 
ward for all his sins, he then needs a Saviour to 
eanctify and save him from a guilty conscience. Or 
if a sinner should receive a gospel pardon previous 
tohis suffering the penalty of God’s law, it would 
by no means exonerate him from the gallows; nor 
my Other transgressor from a just punishment for 
every sin. Solomon says, “A false witness shall not 
be unpunished ; and he that speaketh lies shall not 
escape.” Prov, xix. 5. But ye say unto such wick- 
ed creatures, “* There is a way of escape.” 

Sir, please to show me, the chapter and verse in 
the Holy Bible, in which it is written, “' There is a 
way of escape from the wrath to come,” or from a 
just punishment for sin. Do the scriptures any 
where say that there is a way of escape from tribu- 
lation, and anguish of soul for sin? If it does, why 
did St. Paul say, “Indignation and wrath, tribula- 
tion and anguish, upon every soul of man that doeth 
evil; of the Jew first, and also of the Gentile: but 
glory, honour, and peace to every man that worketh 
good; to the Jew first and also to the Gentile: for 
there is no respect of persons with God.” 

The object of this letter is not to revile, censure, 
nor to dispute; but, in friendship and affection, to 
entreat you and your brethren of like faith, to reflect 
and consider the awful consequences to yourselves, 
and especially to murderers, thieves, and liars, who 
never would commit such crimes if it was not for 
the faith they have in your doctrine, “There is a 
way of escape.” O, that you could but anticipate 
the time, and how you must feel on that day when 
vou shall be called to give an account why you ad- 
vocated a way of escape, when the word of God 
says there is none! 

Your most obliged friend and humble servant, 
STEPHEN MILES. 
Jugusta, Oneida Co. (N. ¥.) Oct. 11, 1625. 





FOR THE GOSPEL HERALD. 

Mr. Editor—The Parson Mr. Patten, being in- 
formed that my wile had embraced the doctrine of 
Universal Salvation, visited her on Saturday the 
5th inst. for the professed purpose of convincing her 
of the danger of such doctrine ; when the follow- 
ing djalogue took place between them; which, 
from a sense of duty, I request you to publish 
in your paper, with your remarks on the manner 
in which he treated the different passages of 
scripture quoted by her in support of her be- 
lief. UL thank God he was not able to deprive 
her of unbounded confidence in her Heavenly 
Father; and fill her soul with awful, distressing 
apprehensions of his vindictive wrath. If he had, 
the object of his visit would have been accom- 
plished. Yours, JOHN DOUGLASS. 

New-York, Nov. 8, 1825. 

Mr. Patten. 1 am told you are inclined to be- 
lieve in the doctrine of Universal Salvation. 

Mrs. Douglas. Yes Sir. 

Mr. P. 1 can prove by the scriptures the doc- 
trine of Universal Salvation is false. “If ye die in 
your sins, where I am ye cannot come.” 

Mrs. D. That was said to his disciples; and he 
told them also that they should die in their sins. Do 
you believe they never went to their master ? 

Mr. P. The scriptures represent some as having 
been consigned to a lake of fire and brimstone, from 
which there is no redemption, 

Mrs. D. Does not that account allude to a place 
in the valley of the son of Hinnom, where sacrifices 
were offered to Moloch ? 

Mr. P. You mean Tophet; no, it does not. It 
means a place prepared for the ungodly in a mode 
of being posterior to the present, and as nothing is 
so terrible as the idea of being destroyed by fire, that 
mode of expression is used in scripture to represent 
the horrors of an endless hell. 

Mrs. D. The scriptures say, “Our God is a 
consuming fire.” 

Mr. P. Yes, he is to his enemies. 

Mrs. D. Has God commanded us to love our 
enemies ? 

Mr. P. Yes. 

Mrs. D. Does God love his enemies ? 

Mr. P. Yes. 

Mrs. D. Uf God loves his enemies will he injure 
them ? 

Mr. P. God’s love will not predominate over 
his justice. If the governor ef one of our states 
should pardon all transgressors of the laws of his 
state, would he not act unjustly ? 

Mrs. D. If the governor possessed power to re- 
claim all offenders, would he not do it in preference 
to placing them in a situation where they never 
could be reclaimed? Is not the proper object of the 
infliction of all punishment, the reclaiming of of- 
fenders? Is not the object of the infliction of punish- 
ment by the Almighty upon his offending creatures, 
that they may thereby be reclaimed ? 

Mr. P. No. 

Mrs. D. The scriptures say, “ with his stripes 


we are healed.” 
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Mr. P. Man by inflicting the just pumshment 
of death upon his fellow for the crime of murder, 
does all in his power to send the offender to an end- 
less Hell. If the governor should pardon all offend- 
ers against the laws of his state, and reclaim them, 
it would be a bad example. Those witnessing such 
conduct, would say, We will transgress, that we 
way be reclaimed! I discover you are prepared to 
meet whatever I cau say ; there is no use in talking 
with you, the more I do the greater will be your 
damnation. There is a place of endless misery tor 
Onbelievers; I do not think it is proper to argue on 
such subjects. 

Mrs. D. Is this argument? It is not to be ex- 
pected I should be able to hold a controversy with 


you, the business of whose life it ought to be to read 


and study the scriptures. I am prepared by read- 
ing the scriptures, and exercising my reason before 
I became a Universalist. What are we to believe, in 
order to escape your endless hell ? 

Mr. P. Believe the scriptures literally, just as 
they read. 

Mrs. D. The scriptures speak of a time when 
the Devil shall be destroyed. Who or what wil! 
then be the tormentor of those in your endless 
hell ? 

Mr. P. The scriptures say no such thing. 

Mrs. D. Hebrews ii. 14, declares this. 

Mr. P. No, It does not; I will tell you what it 
means. Christ by his death, destroyed the power 
the Devil then had over the dead; which was to 
keep all mankind in the grave, in hell; and if Christ 
had not died and rose from the dead, there never 
could be a resurrection ; all mankind would have 
been endlessly miserable ; but as he has, there will 
be a resurrection of all; some to endless happiness, 
and the remainder to endless misery. 

Mrs. D. God is not partial. Does not your sys- 
tem represent God as partial, “all having sinned 
and come short of his glory?” 

Mr. P. “Even so Father, for so it seemeth good 
in thy sight.” I did not come here to hold a con- 
troversy with you. ‘ 

Mrs. D. 1 have not had, nor have I now any 
particular desire to converse with you on this sub- 
ject; but am perfectly willing to hear what you 
have to say. If Iam wrong, I pray God you may 
be able to put me right. There are some passages 
of scripture I wish you to read, and explain; such 
as the promises made to Abram, Isaac, and Jacob, 
of the restitution of all things, &c. 

Mr. P. All these promises point to times of mil- 
lennial glory here on earth, when all then living 
shall know the Lord. 

Mrs. D. Shall none that lived and died pre- 
vious to the commencement of the millennium, or 
that may live and die afterwards, have a part io 
these promises ? 

Mr. P. No, they have nothing to do with them. 

Mrs. D. What part of scriptire can you produce 
to justify such an assertion ? 

Mr. P. Many, but I have not time now, I am 
engaged to visit a sick friend, I will call again to 
s¢e you. 
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-Vote—We have not room at present in our col. 
wns to comment at length on the above. We wil! 
therefore, confine ourselves to the remark, that it 
is not very strange that Presbyterian parsons should 
deny the Scripture assertion relative to the destruc. 
tion of the Devil, as he is their corner stone. When 
ihe Devil goes, their delightful Held ‘goes with him, 
And when Heli and the Devil are destroyed, they 
will lose their consequence, and no longer have the 
power to make dupes of their fellows. Ep. 
—— 
TO THE EDITOR OF THE GOSPEL HERALD. 

Dear Sir—Perniut me through the channel of 

your paper, the Gospel Herald, to submit the fol- 


lowing proposition : 
MR. EDWARD MITCHELL, 

Dear Sir—ludulge me in the liberty (after you 
have read the three following verses of sacred writ, 
or the whole chapter if you please,) of requesting 
from you an answer to One simple question— 

2 Samuel xiv. 13. And the woman said, Where 
fore then hast thou thought such a thing against 
the people of God? for the king doth speak this 
thing as one whieh is faulty, in that the king doth 
not fetch home again his banished. 

14. For we must needs die, and are as wate: 
spilt on the ground, which cannot be gathered np 
again: neither doth God respect any person, yet 
doth he devise means, that his banished be not ex- 
pelled from him. 

15. Now therefore, that I am come to speak of 
this thing unto my lord the king, it is because the 
people have made me afraid: and thy handmaid 
said, I will now speak unto the king ; it may be that 
the king will perform the request of his handmaid. 

Now, Dear Sir, the question to which I am solici- 
tous to have your answer is this, Do you, or do you 
vot believe, that the directions given through Mo- 
ses and the prophets to the children of Israel for 
their outward and temporal walk under the cove 
nant of law, was a true and perfect pattern of the 
inward and spiritual walk of a Christian, under the 
covenant of grace ? 

With respectful consideration, 
permit me, Dear Sir, 
to subscribe myself Yours, 
A REED SHAKEN WITH THE WIND 
New-York, 27th Sept. 1825. 
—p—— 
CHINESE HELL. 

Among the Chinese, the anticipations of deat! 
are distressing. Their imagination has invented no 
fewer than TEN HELLS: one consists of hills stuck 
full of knives; another of an iron boiler filled with 
scalding water ; a third, isa hell of ice ; in another, 
the punishment is pulling out the tongues of those 
who tell lies; in another, the victim is drawn into 
pieces ; another is a hell of blackness and darkness, 
and you may hear them praying—one, “ May I not 
fall into the hell of swords!” and others, into this 
or that place of torment. I bring this forward to 
show that they are crying out, “ What shall I do to 
be saved?” and since Christians know the right 
way of salvation, and the Most High God hath 
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siven to us the knowledge of the way of salvation | tics, the Church was dismissed after the following 
py Christ Jesus, ‘whatever infidels and the enemies] declaration: An accusation being brought against 
of Christ may say, I ask any one who professes the | two of the members of the Second Baptist Church 
jeast regard to Christ whether he can refuse to say,]in Philipstown, viz. Marcus Baxter, and James C 
«Exert yourselves to the utmost to carry the Gos- | Baxter, for believing in Universalism, having taken 


} * 
the Wesleyan Anniversary. 


REMARKS. 


It appears that our sympathizing clergymen want 


el to every human creature.”—Dr. Morrison, at | sufficient labour and cannot reclaim them, we there- 


fore, withdraw the hand ot fellowship from them. 
Yours, &c. A FRIEND TO TRUTH. 
Note—The Clerk after sermon, and meeting 


to comfort the poor Chinese, and save them, by] being dismissed, read a chapter, and converted the 


giving them in exchange for their Hell of knives, 
ice, steords, hot water, etc. their Hell of fire and 
brimstone! We doubt whether the deluded Chinese 
can be persuaded to consent to the exchange, unless 
considerable boot shall be offered to close the bar- 
gain. 
—=p—. 
ro THE EDITOR OF THE GOSPEL HERALD. 

Sir—Having become an attentive reader of the 
First, Fifth, and Sixth Volumes of the Gospel Her- 
ald, and finding it worthy the notice of every candid 
person of every denomination, especially because 
its pages are open to the world; I therefore take the 
liberty of sending you the following excommuni- 
cation of James Clinton Baxter, and Marcus Bax- 
ter, members of the Second Baptist Church in 
Philipstown, for believing in the restitution of all 
things, spoken by the mouth of all God’s holy 
prophets since the world began. 

At a Conference meeting held at the house of 
the above-named Marcus Baxter on Thursday the 
14th day of October, 1825, for the settling the mat- 
ter, the covenant of the Church and articles of faith 
were read ; the ninth article of which relating to the 
punishment of the wicked and that eternally, was 
objected to as not scriptural. The Clerk attempted 
to prove it by several passages of scripture, but find- 
ing himself unable, he and the Church declined an- 
sweting any question. 

After reading a piece that J. C. Baxter had writ- 
ten for the occasion, Elder William Knapp being 
Moderator, arose and addressed the congregation as 
follows: The meaning, end and aim of preaching 
Universal doctrine, is, to lead men and women into 
all manner of wickedness; and any man who would 
believe such a doctrine would steal, and rob a man’s 
pockets along the road; and finally concluded his 
hypocritical address, by declaring, if he believed 
(iod to be such a being as to save all men, he would, 
for one, steal, rob, plunder, cheat, get drunk, or any 
thing his mind led him to, to get money. After 
which the question was put to the members, Do you 
believe in Elernal Punishment? Yes, was the an- 
swer of all but one female member, who requested 
to withdraw the hand of fellowship, which request 
was refused ; but gave her the privilege of a com- 
mittee from the sister Churches, and if they could 
not substantiate the 9th Article then they would 
give her the privilege of withdrawing from the 
Church. The Clerk gave it as his belief that efer- 
nal punishment was the main pillar and the chief 
corner stone of the Baptist Church, to which many 
of the members agreed. 


name of Baxter into Achan, and condemned Mr. 
Baxter and all his family to be sloned in the valley 
of Achor. 

Query, the Clerk being a son-in-law to Mr. Bax- 
ter, must he not repeal the sentence, or be stoned 
with him ? 

—_—<s—— 
THE BISHOP’S ADDRESS. 

Bishop Hobart, on his return from his European 
tour, delivered an Address to 80 or 90 clergymen, 
and about the same number of lay delegates. From 
this Address we extract the following: the Bishop 
speaking of the many things that delighled-him, 
said, “ Above all it delights him, that with zeal for 
all those externals of our Church which God has 
made the safeguards of her spiritual principles, 
those great principles which constitute the Gospel, 
which that Church professes in its greatest purity, 
the power of God unto salvation, are the animating 
guides of the public instructions of the clergy, and 
I humbly hope, duly prized by the people to whom 
they minister.” 

An honest confession, truly. The externals of 
religion, (as the phrase goes,) are the foundation of 
clerical fat livings and luxury. The Bishop, of 
course, is most delighted to find the people on his 
return, full of zeal for the “externals.” To “keep 
up the steam,” the Bishop praises the erternals, and 
boldly declares that the externals are the safeguards 
of her (the Church’s) spiritual principles ; and that 
these principles, thus guarded, are “those great 
principles which constitute the Gospel.” This is 
not enough—he declares that God has made the ex- 
ternals of their Church, this safeguard! 

Shall we believe the dignified Bishop, surrounded 
by his 80 or 90 clergymen, and as many lay dele- 
gates, bowing obsequiously to his nod, or shall we 
believe God’s servants, who declare that “the Gos- 
pel is the power of God unto salvation,” and that 
this Gospel is good news? What honest man will, 
after a moment’s deliberation, admit that the erter- 
nals of the fashionable Episcopal Church, are tho 
safeguards of the principles which constitute the 
Gospel; or in other words, the safeguards of the 
principles which constitute the power of God? Is 
JEHOVAH thus guarded ? Impious thought! Does 
this boasting Church “profess the Gospel in its 
greatest purity?” Is this clerical rodomontade, a 
specimen of Episcopal purity ? 

The Bishop farther says, “One thing more— 
Brethren of the clergy, and especially of the Laity, 
for engaged as they are, in the business and cares 
of this world, to them the admonition particularly 





After denouncing the parties in question as here- 


applies, continue to love your Church, as maintain 
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ing and professing the faith once delivered to the 
saints; the ministry, and worship of Apostolic and 
primitive times.” It is a lamentable reflection—-a 
deplorable truth, that 80 or 90 Laymen could be 
be found, to swallow, (without choking) this titled, 
All 
creation cannot furnish a more striking and certain 
dissimilarity, than is apparent, at first sight, between 
the titled high-fed Bishops and clergy of the Epis- 
copal Church, and the “ ministry and worship of the 
Apostolic and primitive times.” Paul, thou old 
veteran in the cause of unvarnished truth, could 


luxurious Bishop's unwarrantable assertions. 


you raise your voice in such an assembly, how 
would you frown into insignificance these boasting 
men! 

The Bishop concludes his Address to the Lay- 
men, by saving, “ Display your affection, by de- 
voting, as opportunity offers, your talents, your time, 
and forget not also, the wealth with which Provi- 
dence has blessed you, to her extension and pros- 
perity.” Alas! for modern christians. The exter- 
nals of the Church—or the Church, that is the par- 
son and his luxury, is the all-important theme. 

Reader, did you ever kear of a Church, entitled 
the Church of Christ? Do not mistake the subject. 
The Episcopal Church of the Bishop is one thing, 
and the Church of Christ is another. We tell 
you, solemuly, if you profess to belong to Christ's 
Church, display your affection for his Church, by 
giving your wealth, your influence, Kc. to the sup- 
port of the poor and needy. Remember, that the 
safeguard of Christ’s Gospel, is Christ, the Media- 
tor, and not the fashionable ezrternals which in- 
terested men have fabricated to impose upon their 
feilows, and squander in luxury the means which 
would rejoice the heart of the poor, the widow, and 
the fatherless. Beware then, lest you love the Bish- 
op’s Church, and hate Christ’s Church ;—lest you 
Jove the religion which is pure before the Bish- 
op, and despise the religion which is pure and un- 
defiled before God, even the Father. 

—=>—— 
PUBLIC DISGUSSION. 
Subject, Luke xii. 22—3 

The “Society for the Investigation and Esta- 
blishment of Gospel Truth,” will meet on Monday 
Evening next, December 5th, at half-past Six 
o’clock, at Tolerton’s Academy, 63 Chrystie-street, 
tor Public Discussion. 

All denominations are invited to attend. 

(The Members of the Society are particularly 
requested to be punctual in attendance on Monday 
Evening next, as there will be an election of the 
Officers of the Society, at the conclusion of the 
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Discussion. 
- 


IN THE PRESS, 

And will shortly be published at this Office, a 
Pamphlet of 64 pages, entitled “ ANCIENT UNIVER- 
SALISM, as taught by Christ and his Apostles; in 
Reply to a Pamphlet, entitled ‘ Remarks on the 
Distinguishing doctrine of Modern Universalism, 
which teaches that there is no Hell,’ &c. ‘By Adam 


Empie, A. M. Pastor of St. James’s Chure Wi. 
mington,’ (N. C.) By Abner Kneeland.” 
—>-— 
The Universalist Chapel, erecting on the site o 


the one lately destroyed by fire is nearly coinpleted, 


h, 


Its beauty and convenience surpass the former 
building, which was superior in those particulars to 
most of the houses for public worship in the state, 
Prov. Gaz. 
—>—— 
NOTICE. 

It is expected that the new Universalist Meeting. 
House at Haverhill, (Mass.) will be dedicated to thy 
worship of Almighty God, on Wednesday the 30th 
ultimo, 

—p>—- 


TO SUBSCRIBERS. 


Subscribers are informed, that Mr. Jonathan 


Belcher is now employed as the Carrier of the 
GOSPEL HERALD. Any Subseribers who are ne- 
glected by the new Carrier, will confer a favour by 
sending a memorandum to that effect to this Office. 
a 
From the (Boston) Universalist Magazine 
A SKETCH OF CALVINISM. 
The Calvinistic points are five ; 
By driving these the Clergy thrive, 
Grow rich by preaching “ Reprobation, 
Imputed sin, Predestination ; 
Imputed righteousness” (to such 
As still evince they have not much) 
“ Saints persevere: no fear of falling 
ld Adam's sin; effectual calling ; 
All men are totally deprav'd! 
A chosen few shall yet be sav'd ; 
Without regard to personal merit, 
A heav'n of bliss they shall inherit; 
While all the rest are doom’d to hell, 
In endless guilt and pain to dwell.” 
This is a sketch of Calvin's plan, 
Come, and believe it, all who can 
Entangled in this Upas tree, 
Good fruit, ‘tis true, we often see ; 
But trace the branch, and find the root, 
Tis not a Calvinistic shoot ; 
Its sap and life come in a line, 
From Christ the true and living vine 
omutifinine 
TRINITY 
* My father, wise as most of men, 
Found out that five and five made ten 
But still he taught his docile son, 
That one was three, and three were one’ 


—>— 


> Mr. JONATHAN BELCHER will in future collect 
the subscriptions to the GOSPEL HERALD in this cits 
Subseribers, therefore, are requested to make paymeat to 


tAL 


him. 
TO CORRESPONDENTS, 

A Reply to Remarks on the “ Lord's Supper, 

shall appear in our next Number. 
—p—. 
FOR SALE 

At this Office, Balfour's Inquiry, Second Edition, i 
boards, Price $ 1. Also, Balfour's Reply to Sabine, Prics 
WO Cents. 
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